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POLICY context societal impact of research:

Europe:

● Measuring only scientific excellence >>  how research contributes to 
addressing societal challenges

● Demonstrate impact pathways in proposals
● Co-creation with citizens, policy makers, industry, and civil society >> 

actual uptake



CIVIC university:

● Mission: Strengthening the region 
Societal engagement: Addressing grand challenges 
(sustainability, diversity,...).

● Regional integration: Education and research closely 
linked to regional needs and opportunities.

● Utilizing the region as a 'living lab' for education and 
research

● https://www.uhasselt.be/en/about-hasselt-university/civic-
university  

https://www.uhasselt.be/en/about-hasselt-university/civic-university
https://www.uhasselt.be/en/about-hasselt-university/civic-university


Working group on societal impact of research



Working group on societal impact of research

● Participatory approach 
○ literature study
○ external interviews
○ internal case study’s 



INORMS Congress Madrid 2025 



Towards a tailored model for SI: prototype 
of a tool



Broad definition of SI: 

● considerate, informed and responsible impact of scientific 
research on multiple dimensions of society
○ social
○ cultural 
○ environmental
○ economic
○ health & well-being
○ policy & democracy
○ infrastructure

● affecting human actors and communities as well as 
more-than-human actors and ecosystems.

Prototype of tool to model dimension of SI



Prototype of tool to model dimension of SI

7Ps: Further developed based on The Civic Impact 
Framework by Dobson (2024)



Prototype of tool to model dimension of SI

7Ps: Further developed based on The Civic Impact 
Framework by Dobson (2024)



Prototype of tool to model dimension of SI

7Ps: Further developed based on The Civic Impact 
Framework by Dobson (2024)



Next steps

https://deanderemarkt.be/projects/52/tools/173



Next steps

Conclusions: from societal impact to Horizon Europe
● Explore societal impact: Use the 7 P's to reflect on different 

dimensions of societal impact.
● Identify opportunities: Explore how research can contribute to 

societal change and who should be involved.
● Develop impact pathways: Translate these reflections into concrete 

objectives, activities and expected outcomes.
● Strengthen European proposals: Use the toolkit to support the 

development of a credible impact strategy.



Thank you!

More information? 

Lieve Weytjens
lieve.weytjens@uhasselt.be

Dolores Van den Eynde
dolores.vandeneynde@uhasselt.be 

www.uhasselt.be/arck
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